A story from the December 11 Citrus County Chronicle highlighting the career
of our Withlacoochee Sons of The American Revolution Treasurer,
Jack Townsend
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Nawvy vetoran Jack Townsend points to an old photograph #t his home In Inverness of chief petty officers Townsend served
with on his last submarine assignment.
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head of his time — that's the
best way to dezcribe Jack
Townsend, wha now lives in
Liverniess bl grew up on &
small farm in northesst Pennsyhrania
HE b I T e e Armen
weurs befors the Ameri-
can Revolution the's a member of the
Sons of Ameriean Revolution), with
Farming almost a lamily traditon,
Townsend, however, didn't ses his fi-
ture in farming: “Tarming really
wasn't samething that wag going to
work out for me™

Thinking filke that wasn't all thal set
him apart. In the 1950, planning their
entire life wazn't high on the agenda
for teenagers, But Towmnsend never
acted like a kid Mrom his cra.

He went ton sehool in which one
teacher tanght all eight grades: his
second-grade class consisted of two
giris and himsell

“How eonld | ever have ended up
where | did when I started there?™
Townsend asked rhetorically. “1E's be-
cause vou learn more than vou think
you learn. And it wasn't all just read-
ing and writing.™

He did krwer what he wanisd: “My
big goal was to develop azale able,
in-demand talent where [ could muke
a decent living” i

With farming off his list and the
mearhy mines all elosed, s lneal op-
tiors wers e There were shoc aid
dress tactories not far off, but
Townsend didn't see himself doing
that. “Haising a Family on minirmom
wape working in a shoe factory That's
not what I had in mind.”

What he wanted was college, which
he believed would expand hiz oppor-
tunities. Hiz plan focused on a job to
help pay his way and g collese in
Seranin, lucated 20 miles away Bul
that plah — he already had his clazs
sehedule when it happened — was -
ined when fe fost s job

Thers wera ne student loans Lo -
nance eollege at that time, and achol-

- arships were searce. That's when
anather idea came to mind: Townsend
had joincd the National Guard {at age
13, which wasn't legtal), and that #ot
him interested in the military

Tt wag 1960, He zpoke with Armoy re-
cruiters, but the number of choices
available that could lead (o8 possible
career seemed lmited.

The Navy, on the other hand; “This
was early 1860 and they were building
up and looking for people o g inke
the nuclesr power area, beeause thatl
was just coming up.

“T thought that sounded like a real
good thing to get invohved m."

hiere woas an obstacle. however
“The pnly thing was, to get into that
program, vou had to enlist for six
years, That was part af the problem,”

The reagon: [t ook three yeuars of

Hame: Jack Towneend.
Rank: Master chied petty officer, 9.

- Branch: U.5. Navy — submarine fleet,

When: 1960-1281.

S T - = m mad b —

Whersa: Basic iraining in San D{nga,ubc:lmk:stﬂ‘»mg San Diego; Subma-
rine School, New London, Connesticul; submaring quals aboard LSS Baya, San
Diago; nuckear powsr schoal, Mare Isiand Naval Shipyard, San Francisco; nu-
clear profolype school, Knolls Alomic Power Lab, near Schanectady, New York:
aversaw construction of USS Kamenameha at Mare Island Shipyard, San
Francizeo; senved aboard Kamelamehs, Pear Hasbor, Hawali; advanced elec-
troniks school, Treasure Istand, nﬂﬁaﬁanmuﬁ;MdUﬁSGme‘ﬁm
ingtan Canver, New London, Connecticut; enlisted advisor on Admiral Hyman G.
Rickover's staff, Wauhlngbm D.C.; aboard USS George Washington, Pear Har-
bor, Hawaii; aboard LSS Fution submardne tendar, New London, Conneclout

Johs: Started as an intericr communications eleclrican for submarines, ad-
vaneing ta beeame an advancad slecirician respansible for all instrumentation re-
lating to the: nudear reacton aboard eary nuke subs in the .S, Nawvy. Also served
as an instructor fior nuckear prototype reactons and was a member of Admiral
Rickower's sksff in Washinglon, D.C., serving as an enlisted advisar.

Awards: Submarine 'Warfare Insignia, also known by it nickname, Dolphins,
awarded 1o qualfied submanners: qualiied a5 3 marksman with both the

A5-calibar haridgun and M- rifle.

Veterans Organizations: LS, Submarine \Vetarane, USSWY, Amarean
Legion, Imemess Fost Veterans of Foreign Wars,

Lraining just t-:r beeome o nuclear-pro-

ficient seaman, leaving Le Navy with
getting just one year of active service
in a regular four-vear tenure. So to get
into nmclear power training, Town fend
would bave lo onlisl for six years.

He decided todo just that It was
the best move [ ever made, consider
ing what was going on and the econ-
vy, Andd what options [ had. Tt was a
very good decizion for me ™

Tewnsend began the lrek Lowerd Tus
fture with basic training and then
elevironics school, both in San Diego
{wicre he voould meet his fature wife,
Marlenel Atter that, Townsend was
sent to submarine school in New In'n
don, Connecticut.

Then came the part that many sib-
mariners revers the most - earning
your “Dolphing,” officially known as
the Submarine Warfare Insignia Il
wasn't easy to accomplish; & seaman
hadd ko Bearn how to operate everything
in & submarine, from firing a torpedo
1o operating the steering control
E¥ystem.

Mo one, other than the uapmm -|:|
his top -:-{'!ic'ﬁrs could ke
e an expert in all of 4 submarine’s i
struments and a g But, they
had to know the bagic tenats of each,
in case they were nesded to do that:
particular job.

A zeaman was given a year to earn
his Dolphin. Townsehd was sent tothe
L'58 Baya, a diesel submarine toget
his. Operating ont of San Diegy, e

Baya had regular crewmen aboard
working with those frying to learn
every tacet of the boak

“You had to gualify to the extent that
if an emergency vou can handle every
wateh station on board.™ he said
“Foven thie cook has o be able fo o
back in the eogine room and slarl he
diesel. Evervbody has to do that, ev-
ervbody has to be able to fire ator-
pedo. Thig iz all part of the
cualificatons.

“The resson for that 15wy, way back
v lezriied that a submarine 15 a very
dangerons place. I vou happeoned to
b in g particular compartment or
ares and there is o problem, woun've gol
totake care of It

Townsend 2erved aboard the Baya
[ior just over a yedras an interior com-
momieakions elaetrician. Ones his Dol-
phins were seeured, e was shipped to
learn the expertize he had sought - bhe
was sent to the nuelear power schoal
Al the Mare Island Naval Shippard,
pepr San Framciseo.

Of course, vou couldn't just walk in
and get started, Once again, you were
testad first

“Om Day 1, when you reported to
school, theyd give yon & written test to
aszess your ability at that point and
ynumr probability to o forwand,” ha
SHI.

“¥ou give a difficult test to o group
nf!nﬁul.ike that, vou're going to get

Sae TOWHNSENDYFage A2G
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mm {hnt rum the Eamt,
Q‘mhamly passmgto al

! 'Fi:grtunatelzr for
Townsend, hewas profi-
afent in hoth math snd

new submarine being

t‘:ll.llt at Mare 1sland.
"He invited several of

hiz stall at the prololype

school, of whichTveds
ang, bo come withhim,”
Townzend said. “By than
time [ had made B (fizst
elass petty officer). Sol
did it [ viewed the con-
struetion of the ship he
was to be CO of, tha F
Kamehameha ™ '
This was another tmin
ing sezsion for him and
hiz sub mates, oversesing
the construciion of the

s aeiences, aothe tezts .
ertt il i s e i
Thing 13, they had nothing  whare they could, making
specilieally aboul, changesas itirﬁs'heing :
submari nes, Rl

T R as much as they eould, in
mphjmmﬁ nels of things — * case that kmowledge was
reasoning, logic, even “;rh enmmdmehnmeha.EL
Boolean algebra, which o o v ki
was poming in at that g i
]]I.'Ij'l'lt,“ he fﬂpiaimu. Dfl?[.ﬂ‘i’i'ﬂ'll, was ﬂ hallistie

The Basis courselagted ioic CTol. “mlﬁ‘l‘“—‘d
six months and provided a mer It carr i
T balligtic missiles, esti-
uderstandingand knowt  H3ed “’mﬁﬁﬁ
edge of @ nuclear plant. e
His next stop: To study a that expended inboth
protatype of 8 nuclear re-
actor located afthe
Enolls Atomic Power Lab.
at Schenectady, in upstate .
MWew York
o TTH v P velopec, because there
mbﬂﬂdmg a proto- was an exiensive amount
would 20 into asubma-  Systems.” he “‘%'ﬂfﬂ
rive. L wasieasy work;  Witnessed those
Townsend figured some- 1 hemm ks
whee belween 25and 33 1aunched in January 1965,
percent of those who en- While Townsend was
flunked out; the same patrols, iteruised
percent failed to finish  throughout the Pacific, in-
{he six-month prototype  Cluding the waters around
class, Vietnam while that war
Townsend, however di  ©xpanded.
well, sowell ﬂ:l.ﬂ.th& was Patrols were initiated
asked to remain and at Pear] Harbor and
teach —whichis what je  Would Tast 80 days, “some-
did, lor the nest two times fonger,” #ll that
voars. time spent underwater
But the ehance to he Like all boomers, the
partofamiclenrsuband  Kamehameha ‘had two
its crew from ils very erews; ey would alter-
birth awaited, rtate be keep the boat at
The commanding offi- 502 constantly
cer ol his protobype Townsend's time with
sehnol was selected as the  the Kamehameha ended
commanding officer fora  In 1968, when he was senl

0 Treasure Island, near

San Francisco, for ad-

vanced electrowices class
“By this time I was an

Now-retired Master Chief
Patty Officer Jack ;
Townsend Is shown here in
1969, when ha first eamed
the rank of chief petty
officer.

electronics technician,”
he said, “T took care of all
Ll insirumentation asso-
ciated with the sub’s reac-
tor It was very
sophisticated stuff”

But it didn'l measure
up o the elass he was or-
dered to take: “That ro-
ally was advanced
elpctronics, it was 4 vear
long.”™

His time spent under-
widler wasn'l over, By
1870, he had been sent
east, back to New London,
invBerve aboard the USE
George Washington
Carver, another of Ameri-
ca’s [eat ballistic missile
subgz.

Mow a chiel petly offi-
e, Townsend served on.
thi Carver for “three or
four” petrols befare his
time to rotate for shore
duty approached, That's
when the Navy
intervened,

“] had orders to go to
nuelear power school az
an instructor in Bain-
bridge. Marvland,” he
gaid. “On my last parral
tabnard the Carver) he-

- fore I'm to be transferved,

the captain gets a
mezsage,

FIFT was willing, Maval
Beacturs in Washington,
D.C.wanted to intervicw
me for a possible job on
the staff of Admiral
(Hyman G.) Rickover, who
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was the father of the nu- ;

clear Navy and nuclear
reactors”

Townsend was consid-
ering the option, but his
captain wasn't: “He (Com-
mander D.R. Briges) was
so tickled pink that one of
his erew had been chosen
to be on Rickover's staff
in Washington, he was
dancing up and down,” he
recilled

Tmamﬁend had too
much respect for Briggs to
rcfuse the interview,
which went well enough
that he was off to Wash-
ington D.C. tor his next
posting.

T was an enlisted advi-
gor to Riekover and his
staff. The particular area
that I was in dealt with in-
terfacing with the nuclear
power schools and nu-
clear power prototype, as-
signing people and
reviewing service re-
cords, all kinds of person-
neltype stuff involved
with training,” he said.

“It wasn't particularly
demanding for me; I
pretty much made my
own honrs T didn’t weara
uniform the entire time I
was there, and [ wna there
almost four years.

chief peity officer;
Townsend still had time
to spend under the waves
“T pretty much picked
‘my next place,” he sald. Y

went to the 1788 George
Washington, doing the
same stuff, doing a few
patrols onher”
Launched in 1859, the
George Washington was
Americs’s oldest ballistic

- missile sub. Onee again,

Townsend's boat was pa-
trolling the Pacifie when
he got the chance to do

: thing different. The
Washington would prove
to be the last underwater
boat he would serve on.

4 epuple of years into

_it, I got a call that a new

billet was openingona
submarine tender in New
London,” he said. “They
wanted me to take the joh,
working there in the re-
pair department.™

The ship, the USS Ful-
ton, handled repairs on
subs while anchored in
New Londen, The Fulton
rarely went (o sea, mayhe
three or four times a year,
but Townsend -~ having
been promoted to ES
{(master chief petty offi-
cer) —had a lot to do, in-
cluding plenty of
command duties.

“1 had six or eight
chiefs working for me,” he
said. "1 was the senior en-

X hﬁeﬂ man on the ship. [
Now an E8, or seuior ,

a 1ot of responsibility,
5.2 busy boy.”
 The Fulton was hard]ya
new ship, lanunched in
1940 and still having
wooden decks It would

: W'mtedcﬁ'um

prove to be Townsend’ 5
final posting. ;
Having reached tl}&’
highest rank an enlisted
man could obtain wﬁmt
beeoming an officer; hE',
retired from the Navy m-

1881, h{l hé

Townsend got whi }t g‘

ﬁntafsif -
the service — a career.
When he retired, he 1'1"53 f
40 vears old and looking -
for wark, which didn't
take long He got hired at
Analysis and Technology,
located in Stonington,
Connectleut. " LA

“They hired me be-
cause of my operational
muclear background,” he
aaid.

However, the workin- '
cluded lots of traveling,
which meant Townsend
would be away from his
family — again — just like
the Navy. Fortunately for
him, another job soon
opened up, thiz ene in
Waterford, Connecticut,
handling operations in
the Instrumentation and
nuclear control depart-
ment at a power plant.

Towmnsend would re-
main at that job for 17
years, finally retiring at
age 59 in 2000. He and his
wife, Marlene, then did
some traveling of their
own, visiting family and
secing the world before
moving to Inverness 12
Vears ago.
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